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The SSNED funds training workshops, in line with its 
mission, to promote the sustainable development of 
small states. Through 2009 the SSNED has funded 
two training workshops.  

Sustainable Development Strategies for Small States 
 

This workshop, held in Malta between 16 and 21 
March 2009, was aimed at training public sector 
officials from small states, at senior and middle 
management levels, in adopting and supporting 
approaches conducive to the drawing up of a 
sustainable development strategy. The main themes of 
the workshop were: ‘The Pillars of Sustainable 
Development’, ‘International Aspects of Sustainable 
Development’, ‘Consultation with and among 
Stakeholders’ and ‘Implementation of the Strategy’. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Climate Change Impacts and Adaptation 
 

The workshop, which took place at the University of 
the South Pacific between 4 and 15 May 2009,  
facilitated the sharing of experiences between Pacific 
Island countries with regards to climate change. It 
consisted mostly of presentations by expert resource 
persons on climate change impacts and adaptation 
strategies. The event also included field visits to 
c o m mu n i t y  a d a p t a t i o n 
projects,  dur ing which 
p a r t i c i p a n t s  h a d  t h e 
opportunity to monitor 
physical and social aspects of 
adaptat ion.  They la ter 
presented their findings to the 
community where the projects 
were taking  place. 

The Small States Network is governed by a Board of      
Trustees made up of the six founding members: Barbados, 
Malta, Mauritius, Samoa, St. Kitts & Nevis and Vanuatu, as 
well as the two founding partners: the World Bank and the 
Commonwealth Secretariat. Professor Lino Briguglio, who 
represents Malta, currently chairs the Board, while the    
Secretary of the Board is Mr. Henry Chase, who also      
provides liaison with the World Bank. The Secretariat of the 
Network is located in Malta. 

Fiji workshop participants 
survey water usage in Bavu 
village.. 

         Participants engaged at the Malta workshop. 

The SSNED is supported 
by the WORLD BANK 

 
 
 
 
 
through the Development 

Grant Facility (DGF) 

The Board of Trustees. 

World Bank President Robert Zoellick addressing the 2007 Small States 
Forum on 21st October. The official establishment of the SSNED, which 
took place two days earlier, was announced during that session of the  
Forum. The map above shows the members of the Network as of June 2009.  
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The mission of the Small States Network for 

Economic Development (SSNED) is to promote the 
sustainable development of small states and their 

more effective integration into the rapidly evolving 

global economy. 

 

Our approach 

 
The Network funds demand-driven projects that are 

built on small-state peer exchanges of technical 

assistance. This is in recognition of the fact that the 
particular challenges common to small states have 

necessarily encouraged them to devise appropriately 

focused approaches scaled to their particular 

challenges. 

 
Our members 
 

Up to November 2009 the Network had 32 members 

namely: Antigua & Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, 
Botswana, Cape Verde, Cook Islands, Comoros, Cyprus, 

Dominica, Fiji, Gambia, Grenada, Guyana, Iceland, Isle 

of Man, Lesotho, Malta, Mauritius, Montenegro, 

N a m i b i a ,  P a l a u , 
Samoa, Seychelles,          

St. Kitts & Nevis,      

St. Lucia, St. Vincent 

& the Grenadines, 

So lomon Is lands, 
Timor-Leste, Trinidad 

& Tobago, Tonga,  and 

Vanuatu. 
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E-Learning Development and Training for 
Educators in the Seychelles  

The beneficiary institution of this project was the 
Ministry of Education of the Seychelles, while the 
service provider was the Centre for Innovative 
Learning Technologies at the University of Mauritius. 
This project identified institutional gaps relating to              
e-learning in the Seychelles and proposed a way 
forward to the government in this regard. A technical 
report relating to the findings was produced by the 
service provider. In addition, training relating to         
e-learning was offered to Seychellois teachers.  

“..I would like to congratulate the Network for this 
very important initiative which has enabled one small 
state to provide just-in-time assistance to another 
small state.”   
Mr. Ahmed Afif, Principal Secretary of the Ministry of 
Finance of the Seychelles 
 
E-Government Assessment  in St Lucia and 
Training of Public Sector Officials  

This twinning project was designed to conduct an          
e-readiness assessment, with respect to strategy, human 
resources, and backbone and hardware infrastructure in 
St Lucia and to train government officials from St Lucia 
in the use of information and communications 
technologies (ICTs). These objectives were attained 
through the service provider of the project, the Malta 
Information Technology and Training Services (MITA). 

“… I have no doubt that the trainees will immensely 
benefit from the programme and the  multiplier effect 
gained, as the knowledge attained during this training 
program could be shared with other public officials in 
St Lucia.”  
Hon. Peter Montoute, Minister of Public Service and 
Human Resource Department of St Lucia 
 
Public Transport Reform  in Malta 

As a result of this project a technical report was 
drawn up regarding the necessary regulatory 
framework for public transport in Malta. The 
beneficiary institution was the Malta Transport 
Authority while the service provider was the Land 
Transport Authority of Singapore. The project also 
involved  training of Maltese public sector officials by 
the service provider.  

 

 

 

“… the twinning project has provided well-needed 
knowledge support in institutional building relating to 
the transfer of knowledge of regulatory functions of 
Government with respect to public transport modes. It 
has enabled us to gain experience of efficient modes 
of public transport currently not in place in Malta, 
and to identify and draw up structures pertaining to a 
number of specific sectors within the government to 
support public transport.” 
Mr Emanuel Delia, Head of the Malta Ministry for 
Infrastructure, Transport and Communications 
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Mr Christ Paddia, representing the 
Ministry of Finance of Mauritius, 
presenting, on behalf of the 
SSNED, the technical report on     
e-Learning to Hon. Bernard 
Shamlaye, Seychelles Minister for 
Education, at the National Institute 
of Education, Seychelles. 

Mr. Dave Pulis, Administrator of 
the SSNED, presenting the techni-
cal report on Transport Regulatory 
Framework to Hon Austin Gatt, 
Minister for Infrastructure,    
Transport and  Communications, 
Malta. 


